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TO MAKE A CHILD
PROTECT/,ON REPORT:

| (800) 663-er 22

FOR MORE T.NFARMATIQNI
www.mcf.gov.bc.calch i Id*protection/
pdf/handbook_action_child*abuse.pdf
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Duty to

REP O RTT N G CO N CERN S ABAUT
CHILDREN AND YOUTH
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Frotecting
Children and
Youth ls Everyone's

Responsibility
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WFIEN MWST A REPORT BE IWANE

A report to the Ministry of Children and Family

Developmenl rnust be made when you have

reason to believe that a child or youth:

D Has been, or is likely to be, physically

harmed, sexually abused or sexually

exploited by a parent or another person and

the parent is unwilling or unable to protect

the child or youth;

D Has been or is likely to be physically

harrned because of neglect by tl're chlld or

youths parent;

D ls emotionally harmed by the parents conduct;

D ls or has been absent from home in

circumstances that endanger the child or

youth's safety or well-being;

D Has been abandoned and adequate
provisions have not been made for the child

or youth's ca re;

D ls living in a situation where there is domestrc

violence by or towards a person with whom

the child or youth resrdes;

D ls likely to have seriously impaired

development by a treatable conditjon and

the child or youth's parent refuses to provide

consent to treaiment;

D Has a parent that is unable or unwilling to
careforthe child oryouth and has not made

adequate provisions forthe child oryouth's
care;or

)) Has a parent that ls no longer allve and

adequate provisions have not been made for

the child or youth's care.

WHAT DOES *REASOff TO
BELI EVE' MEAN?

"Reason to believe" simply means that, based

on what you have seen or information you have

received, you believe a chiid or youth has been

or is likely to be at risk. You do not need to be

certain. lt is the child protection workers job
to determine whether or abuse or neglect has

occurred or is likely to occur.

FAII.URE TO REPORT

Failing to promptly report suspected abuse or
neglect to the Ministry of Children and Family

Development is a serious ofience under the
Child, Family and Community Servrce Act and

carries a maximum penalty of a 510,000 fine, six

months in jail, or both.

No actjon for damages may be brought against
you for reporting information under the Child,

Family and Communlty Service Act unless you

knowlngly reportfalse information, or the report

was not made in good faith.
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ln BC anyone who has reason to belleve that
a child or youth under 19 has been or is likely
to be abused or neglected and that the parent

is unwilling or unable to protect the child or
youth, musf report the suspected abuse or
neglect to the Ministry of Chiidren and Family

Development.

Everyone in the community should be alert
to signs of abuse or neglect in children and
youth. Their safety, welfare arrd well-being are a

commu n ity responsibility.

FOR /WOR€ f NFOR MATI@frl:

http://www. mcf.gov.bc.calch ild_p rotecti o n/
pdflh a n d boo k_a cti on_ch i ld_a bu se.pdf
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