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OFFICE HOURS  

We are currently closed to all 

walk-in clients (including the 

library) but we are available 

for phone and email 

consultation  

Monday- Friday 
9:30 - 4:30 and 

8:00 - 8:00 for ESW’s 

Emergency Child Care for 

Essential Service Workers 

 call 250-762-3536 ext. 1  
or email 

resource@childhoodconnections.ca  

 
We will find you childcare, if 

you are a Tier 1, Front-line 

Essential Service Worker 

(ESW) in the Central 

Okanagan and have no 

appropriate alternative and 

need temporary childcare. 

 

CCRR Newsletter 

Celebrating May is Childcare Month 
 

As we get into the full swing of spring, we are thankful for the early signs of 

spring, renewal and growth in our beautiful Central Okanagan community. 

Over the past few months, many families and childcare providers have 

experienced great changes to their regular routines and have had to adapt 

creatively to balancing a new work and home life, while caring for and 

educating their children. It is during this time, that many parents have come to 

realize the very important role that childcare programs and their staff play in 

our lives.  

The month of May is Childcare Month, and we want to celebrate the amazing 

work that our childcare community has contributed, especially over these last 

few months. Our childcare programs have stepped up to support families who 

must continue to work and do not have other options for caring for their 

children at home. Our working communities look a lot different now, and 

although this is only temporary, once our communities can get back to work 

normally, we feel confident that the transition will go smoothly because our 

childcare programs have the experience and education to support our families 

with amazing care and professionalism. And so to honour the work of the 

childcare sector, the CCRR program has organized two Zoom webinars with 

Teacher Tom and a free Zoom wellness yoga session for childcare 

providers with Hannah Day to say thank-you and take care of yourselves 

while you give to and take care of so many others!   

From all of us at Childhood Connections, we wish you a wonderful month of 

wellness, and please take care, and take time for yourself, as your mental 

wellness is as important to you as it is to all those who you care for!  

Melissa Hunt, 

Executive Director  

 

www.ChildhoodConnections.ca 

~Your Community's best source of child 
care information and resources!~ 

http://www.ccrr.bc.ca/ 

43 YEARS  

Supporting Families 
& Child Care in our 

Community 

 Spring Newsletter 
May 2020 

Funded by the Ministry of Children & 
Family Development 

https://childhoodconnections.ca/contacts/C:/Users/cpolachic/Documents/Fax
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Email Address: resource@childhoodconnections.ca Phone: 250-762-3536  

CHILDHOOD CONNECTIONS / CCRR WORKSHOPS 

DATE & TIME WORKSHOP TITLE LOCATION COST 

Wednesday, May 20 

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Wellness Yoga for Child Care 
Providers 

*ONLINE* FREE 

 DESCRIPTION: Join Hannah Day for an online Zoom Yoga. Levels hatha Yoga with gentle relaxation at 

the end of class. 

When you register you will be sent a link to join the zoom event. 

REGISTRATION: Call or email childhood Connections to register 

THIS WORKSHOP IS FOR: LGCC, LFCC, RLNR, ECE, Informal 

 Various Dates & 
Times 

(See registration link) 

Community of Practice:  
Early Learning Circles 

*ONLINE* FREE 

 DESCRIPTION: Our early learning circles are now online with ZOOM video chat. Register through 
Eventbrite and receive an invitation to video chat with your facilitator and up to 5 other early years 
professionals. 

Discuss what is going on in your centres right now and share and discuss ideas for child care practices. 

*1hr ProD Certificate Provided 

REGISTRATION: https://communityofpractice_earlylearningcircles.eventbrite.ca 

Friday, May 22  

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM & 

Saturday, May 23 

10:00 AM—12: PM 

Teacher Tom: 
2 Online Workshops 

*ONLINE* 
$15/each 

$25/Both 

 DESCRIPTION: Join us as we Welcome Teacher Tom for Two online workshops to celebrate May is 

Childcare Month! 

“Educating Citizens Through Play” & “Speaking With Children So They Can Think” - see following poster 

for descriptions. 

*2hr ProD Certificate/ Workshop 

REGISTRATION: https://teachertom.eventbrite.ca  

THIS WORKSHOP IS FOR: LGCC, LFCC, RLNR, ECE 

https://childhoodconnections.ca/https-childhoodconnections-ca-kccs-ccrr-workshops-training-2-2-kccs-cssr-workshops-training/kccs-cssr-workshops-training/
https://teachertom.eventbrite.ca
https://communityofpractice_earlylearningcircles.eventbrite.ca
https://teachertom.eventbrite.ca
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Presents: Teacher Tom! 

For May is Childcare Month 

Teacher Tom is an early childhood educator, 

international speaker, education consultant, 

teacher of teachers, parent educator, and 

author. He is best known, however, for his 

namesake blog "Teacher Tom's Blog,"  

http://teachertomsblog.blogspot.com/, where 

he has posted daily for over a decade. For 

nearly 20 years he was the sole employee of the 

Woodland Park Cooperative School, a parent-

owned and operated school, using Teacher 

Tom’s progressive play-based teaching.  

Teacher Tom came into teaching after enrolling 

his own child in a cooperative preschool. He 

began working daily in his daughter's classroom 

as an assistant teacher. When it was time for his 

daughter to move on, he "stayed behind.”  

Today, Teacher Tom travels around the world 

sharing his views on early childhood education, 

play, and pedagogy. He authored his first book, 

aptly named, Teacher Tom’s First Book, http://

www.teachertomsfirstbook.com/book.html, 

and is looking forward to the release of Teacher 

Tom’s Second Book in April, 2020.  

Friday May 22: 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm : 

Educating Citizens Through Play( 90 minutes with 30 minutes Q&A) 

Tom speaks about how children’s play brings the habits and principles of democracy 

into ‘early years’ classrooms. He will begin by discussing the purpose of education 

in democratic societies and how and why we have managed to veer so far from the 

original intent, which is to educate citizens capable of contributing to the grand 

experiment of self-governance. In this full-throated support for play-based educa-

tion, he details through his illustrative classroom stories and examples exactly how 

his curriculum works. Participants will learn the benefits of introducing these play-

ful principles to their own students, the hallmarks of what makes a good citizen both 

in a classroom as well as a democracy, the traits and habits required for self-
governance, and practical tips on how to implement these ideas in their own class-

rooms. It is an inspiring, often touching, often hilarious, and always eye-opening and 

empowering presentation. 

*2 Hour Pro-D Certificate 

Saturday May 23: 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Speaking With Children So They Can Think (90 minutes with 30 minutes Q&A) 

In a very real sense, the language we use creates reality. Tom speaks about how the 
specific words we use, and how and when we use them, shape reality for our stu-

dents for both good and bad. Participants will have the opportunity to learn about the 
importance of: being clear and precise with language; honoring children without com-
manding or bossing them; using words to create a world of facts and intrinsic moti-
vation; creating space in which children must do their own thinking and make their 

own decisions; and supporting children as they learn from the natural consequences 

of their behaviors. 

*2 Hour Pro-D Certificate 
  

The cost will be $15.00 per one session or $25.00 for both sessions.  

Teacher Tom will send out the link closer to the date to be able to view the 

presentation on Zoom.  

REGISTRATION: https://teachertom.eventbrite.ca 

http://teachertomsblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.teachertomsfirstbook.com/book.html
http://www.teachertomsfirstbook.com/book.html
https://teachertom.eventbrite.ca
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ONLINE TRAINING AND RESOURCES 

Fairy Dust Teaching 
Courses on different topics, Fee is charged for training. A lot is Reggio based  

Website: fairydustteaching.com 

A Parent’s Guide To Staying Sane During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Date: Wednesday May 6th, 2020 - 12:00 PM - 1:00PM (FREE) 

Description: Are you getting overwhelmed with all the self-isolation? Is coping with “social distancing” and “stay-at-

home” a challenge for you? In this webinar you’ll get suggestions for how to stay sane during the COVID-19 pan-

demic. This talk will introduce you to the basic ideas of emotional intelligence and hardiness and why they are im-

portant in times like this. In addition, you will be presented with a number of actionable steps you can take right now 

to help you and your family deal with these challenging times. 

Registration: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aafoK4saQBqRViDahaa87w  

Early Childhood Investigations  
Free workshops and webinars on a variety of topics typically 1-1.5 hrs each  

Website: earlychildhoodwebinars.com 

45 Conversations 
4 online ECE Workshops open for registration including; Implementing a Montessori-Inspired Approach; It’s Not 
About Easy – It’s About Following The Child!; Supporting & Working With Children With Exceptional Needs; Plan-
ning, Design & Construction of Child Care Facilities in BC. Various hours from 3-10. Fees charged  

Website: https://45conversations.com/online-ece-workshops-professional-development/  

Neufeld Institute 
A variety of online options all based on the Neufeld Paradigm (there is a cost for workshops)  

Website: neufeldinstitute.org 

https://fairydustteaching.com/programs/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aafoK4saQBqRViDahaa87w
https://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/webinars/
https://45conversations.com/online-ece-workshops-professional-development/
https://neufeldinstitute.org/courses/
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ONLINE TRAINING AND RESOURCES 

Healthy Eating in the Childcare Setting (1 hr)     
Cost: Free 

Description: This course has been designed by the Dietitians of Fraser Health to support childcare providers in 
feeding children using a best-practice approach.  

Registration: learninghub.phsa.ca/courses - Account Required 

Brain Story Certification (19 module course)    
Cost: Free 

Description: A free, in-depth course for anyone who wants to learn more about the science of brain development.  

Registration: albertafamilywellness.org 

Appetite to Play (2 hrs) 
Cost: $19 

This instructor led live interactive workshop will enhance knowledge, skills and confidence in creating childcare set-
tings that support physical literacy, healthy eating and healthy child development. Planning tools, self-assessments, 
recipes, games and activities will be shared. An overview of the resource rich Appetite to Play website will be in-
cluded.  

Registration: https://www.appetitetoplay.com/training/online-workshops  

Little Warriors: Prevent It! (90 min)  
Cost: Free 

Description: Little Warriors is a national, charitable organization, based in Canada focused on the awareness, pre-
vention and treatment of child sexual abuse. You can learn more about our organization at www.littlewarriors.ca. 

Registration: www.littlewarriors.ca  

Anaphylaxis Workshops (30 min)     
Cost: Free 

Description: For child care staff/caregivers, our online course will help you understand the basics of anaphylaxis, 
ways to reduce risks in a centre- or home-based child care setting, and the recommended emergency treatment.      

Registration: allergyaware.ca/courses 

https://learninghub.phsa.ca/Courses/6820/healthy-eating-in-the-childcare-setting-division-of-responsibility-model
https://www.albertafamilywellness.org/training
https://www.appetitetoplay.com/training/online-workshops
https://littlewarriors.ca/prevent-it/register/
https://www.allergyaware.ca/courses/
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for kids 
activities Indoor 

 Make Tissue Box Monsters . 

 Build an Obstacle Course. 

 Make dinner together. Try a new recipe or 

let them decide! 

 Make a backyard treasure hunt. 

 Play Sock Toss! Fill mismatched socks with 

beans or rice and toss them into a laundry 

basket for points. 

 Have a Dance party. Choose a playlist, blast 

the music and shake your sillies out. 

 Write an old-fashioned letter to friends or 

family . Whether it’s across the country or 

down the block. Everyone loves to 

receive personal mail! 

 Have a campout in the living room 

or backyard. Don’t forget to make 

some s’mores! 

https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/tissue-box-monsters/
https://www.dinneratthezoo.com/smores-dip/
https://www.dinneratthezoo.com/smores-dip/
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The Okanagan Regional Library is 
Open Online! 

An Amazing Resource for Families with Kids of All Ages! 
 

Families that didn't have a library card/pass before the branch-
es closed can get an E-Card online on our website: http://

www.orl.bc.ca/ 

Highlights from our Kids & Teens section include: 

• Homeschooling Help 

• Family Fun 

• Rhyme Time & Picture Book Read-Aloud videos 

• E-Library for all ages 

Our Library Staff are hosting virtual story times and school 
aged programs.  

http://www.orl.bc.ca/whats-happening 

Toy & Resource Lending 

Library Updates 

 

Our Early Learning Library is still closed. We will update 
you as soon as we are able to reopen our library doors. 

 
In the meantime, if you have toys out, please remember to fill out 
a membership form if you haven’t already done so and email it to 

library@childhoodconnections.ca. 
 

There will be no late-charges on any borrowed toys during this 
time and we do not require toys to be returned until it is safe to 

do so. 
 

However, if you would like to return your toys, please call us at 
250-762-3538 to arrange a contactless drop-off or pick-up. 

EARLY LEARNING LIBRARY 

For Sale 

Step 2 Playhouse - $100.00 

Beige with blue roof  

approx. 5x5x5 ft 

Call Diane 

250-768-0420 

For Sale 

Indoor folding tent - $50.00 

Pink & Blue 

Call Diane 

250-768-0420 

 

http://www.orl.bc.ca/
http://www.orl.bc.ca/
http://www.orl.bc.ca/whats-happening
https://childhoodconnections.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-2021-Parent-Community-Membership-Form-Fill.pdf
https://childhoodconnections.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-2021-Parent-Community-Membership-Form-Fill.pdf
mailto:library@childhoodconnections.ca?subject=Childhood%20Connections%20Membership%20Form
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Up to Date Ministry Updates for the child care COVID-19 
response: 
This page is updating daily with links and resources regarding child care information 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/covid-19-information  

Temporary changes to the Affordable Child Care Benefit 
(ACCB) 
Previously, parents who lost their jobs or whose children were absent from care for more than two weeks 

would no longer be eligible for the ACCB. Now, so long as their child care facility remains open and is 

charging fees for their space, parents may continue receiving their previous benefit amount for the dura-

tion of the public health or provincial emergencies. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/child-care-funding/

child-care-benefit  

Public Health Guidelines for Child Care Settings 
View and print this 5-page PDF document for you and your staff. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/covid-19/

public_health_guidance_covid_19_for_childcare_facilities_march24_final.pdf  

MINISTRY INFORMATION AND UPDATES  

Temporary Emergency Funding Update (TEF) 
Even if your program is temporarily closed, you are eligible to receive this funding if you have been ap-

proved by the ministry to receive Child Care Operating Funding (CCOF) 

Additionally, programs that are eligible for CCOF but are not currently accessing It are encouraged to ap-

ply. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/running-daycare-

preschool/child-care-operating-funding/temp-emergency-funding  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/covid-19-information
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/child-care-funding/child-care-benefit
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/child-care-funding/child-care-benefit
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/covid-19/public_health_guidance_covid_19_for_childcare_facilities_march24_final.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/covid-19/public_health_guidance_covid_19_for_childcare_facilities_march24_final.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/running-daycare-preschool/child-care-operating-funding/temp-emergency-funding
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/running-daycare-preschool/child-care-operating-funding/temp-emergency-funding
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Ministry of Children and Family Development          Early Years and Inclusion Division          gov.bc.ca/ChildCareCOVID-19Response 

COVID-19 Update for Child Care Operators/Providers 

April 28, 2020 
Edition 1 

Thank You! 

Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry thanked 
Early Childhood Educators and support staff who 
are assisting front-line health care staff and other 
essential workers. The full archive of Dr. Henry’s 
daily media briefings are available online.  

New Look  

The Childcare BC website has recently added up-
dated COVID-19 support resources and valuable 
information, taking into account the important ques-
tions you have and the resources you need to en-
sure a healthy and safe place for parents, providers 
and staff.  

 
Wash Your Hands 

There is no doubt British Columbians 
are living in extraordinary times with a 
rapidly changing environment due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. We want 
everyone to remain safe. Here’s a fun 
reminder to children on best practices for washing 
their hands.   

 
Information Updates 

As of April 21, 2020 87% of eligible providers have 
signed up for Temporary Emergency Funding (TEF). 
Of those signed up, 64% remain open and together 
offer a total of 59,700 child care spaces for families 
who need care across the province.  

 
Upcoming Health & Safety Teleconference  

Join us for a Q&A on Wednesday, April 29 from        
7-8:30 p.m. with Dr. Patricia Daly, Chief Medical 
Health Officer for Vancouver Coastal Health. 
Phone: 1-877-353-9184 ID: 80299# 
 
Cleaning Supplies 

MCFD recognizes that childcare sites are responsi-
ble for overseeing their own supplies, however we 
have been working to identify possible sources to 
assist you.  Please see the list below and we will 
add to this as we become aware of additional prod-
uct sources. 

• In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Province has 
authorized licensed breweries, wineries, and distilleries to 
manufacture and/or package alcohol-based sanitizer and 
hand sanitizer. This authorization is in place until July 15, 
2020. Child care operators are encouraged to contact local 
companies to check availability in their communities.  

• Bunzl Cleaning Supplies and Equipment distributes cleaning 
and hygiene products across B.C. with eleven branches 
throughout the province. Bunzl has developed small, medi-
um, and large start-up and refill cleaning kits for child care 
centres. These kits include both cleaners and paper prod-
ucts. For more information, please visit their website.  

• Access Pacific Enterprises in Richmond is a factory direct 
supplier of various products, including hand sanitizer. For 
more information please contact Jessica Nguyen at jessi-
ca@accesspacific.ca to find out when these products will 
become available. 

“I also want to recognize the early childhood educa-
tors, the K-12 teachers, and the educational assis-

tants who have really stepped up around the prov-
ince and are in classrooms and daycares to sup-

port our healthcare workers and other essential 
workers.”   - Dr. Bonnie Henry 

Useful Links 

Temporary Emergency Funding Guidelines  

Information for Child Care Providers  

MCFD Response to Covid-19 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/child-care-response-covid-19
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/child-care/covid-19/dr_henry_thanks_child_care_sector.mp4
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/child-care/covid-19/dr_henry_thanks_child_care_sector.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbER4Sxdn0R5jvMRXJo7tEVE2W_-SFcTC
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbER4Sxdn0R5jvMRXJo7tEVE2W_-SFcTC
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/child-care-response-covid-19
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/child-care-response-covid-19
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/child-care/covid-19/wash-hands-poster.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/child-care/covid-19/wash-hands-poster.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/running-daycare-preschool/child-care-operating-funding/temp-emergency-funding
https://www.bunzlcanada.ca/industries/retail/cleaning-and-hygiene
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/running-daycare-preschool/child-care-operating-funding/temp-emergency-funding
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/child-care-response-covid-19/child-care-response-covid-19-provider
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/covid-19-information
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INDIGENOUS EARLY LEARNING & CARE 

Resources for Indigenous Early Learning 
and Child Care: Navigating COVID-19 

CLICK HERE 

https://www.acc-society.bc.ca/early-learning-and-child-care-resources-for-navigating-covid-19/
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J ust Let 
Them Play 

Article taken from https://theconversation.com/  

As soon as it was announced that 

schools would close, homeschool 

timetables and tips began to appear 

on social media. Google searches 

for “homeschool timetable” in the 

past week were almost 200 times 

higher than the average of the 

previous year. But should parents be 

expected to recreate school at 

home? The evidence shows that, at 

this uncertain time, supporting 

children’s play should be a vital part 

of the picture – for their own mental 

health and for the wellbeing of the 

entire family. 

As we face the COVID-19 pandemic, 

we are all confronted with 

uncertainty. Research tells us that 

uncertainty increases anxiety and 

worry in both children and adults. We 

cannot remove much of the 

uncertainty we currently face, but 

what we can do is look for 

opportunities to feel some certainty 

and control. For this reason, 

following a normal routine where 

possible and having some structure 

to the day is likely to be useful for 

children and for parents. Within this, 

though, everyone needs to be 

realistic about their expectations. 

Unusual circumstances 

In normal circumstances, 

homeschooling is a conscious, long-

term choice made by parents who 

choose to take responsibility for their 

child’s education. If a child is home 

because their school has been 

closed due to a pandemic, this is not 

homeschooling.

 

Parents who homeschool don’t 

typically attempt to work from home 

while educating their children, and 

they rarely spend the whole day at 

home. The present situation is 

entirely different. Attempting to 

school children at home puts 

pressure on parents at a time when 

anxiety is high. This is not helpful for 

them or their children. 

Plastic bottles and boxes that might 

normally be recycled can be used for 

creative play. Photographee.eu/

Shutterstock 

An alternative is to let children play. 

This is especially important for 

primary school aged children. 

During free play, children decide 

what they want to do, how they want 

to do it and when they want to start 

and stop. 

The benefits of free play are wide-

ranging. When children have more 

opportunities for free play, they have 

better physical and mental health. It 

significantly decreases their stress 

levels and, importantly, it facilitates 

learning. 

A sense of control 

The role of adults is to provide 

physical and psychological space, 

and resources that support the 

child’s play. They should only join in 

or interfere with the play if the child 

asks them to. Free play allows 

children to follow their interests and 

can provide a sense of control and 

independence, which are particularly 

important at this time. It is absolutely 

fine to let children get on with things 

if they are safe and having fun. In 

fact, it is a win-win. 

Examples of free-play activities 

include building dens inside, 

dressing up, play dough or messy 

play. Parents can help with creative 

play by keeping boxes, bottles and 

card that would usually go in the 

recycling and letting children work 

out what they want to do with it. 

Inspiration can come from nature: 

send children on garden bug hunts 

or cloud watching. And be willing to 

let them get bored. 

Boredom stimulates creativity. 

 

Let children choose the direction of 

their play. StockImageFactory.com/

Shutterstock 

Given the current guidance that 

everyone should stay at home 

wherever possible, children’s play 

will necessarily be restricted. The 

good news is that there are a lot 

of brilliant ideas online about how to 

support children’s play. These 

include “I’m bored” activities 

from Play Scotland and Play 

Wales. Learning through 

Landscapes offers ideas for play 

linked to nature, for both 

younger and older children. 

Free play can also help children 

make sense of things they find hard 

to understand. In the current context, 

this means that parents might 

https://theconversation.com/
https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?q=Home%20school%20timetable&geo=GB#TIMESERIES
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0165032717306584?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0887618516300469
https://emergingminds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID19_advice-for-parents-and-carers_20.3_.pdf
https://www.familyeducation.com/school/concerns-about-homeschooling/definition-homeschooling
http://centaur.reading.ac.uk/28513/2/Creswell%20C.%20%282012%29%20Cognitive%2C%20affective%20and%20behavioural%20characteristics%20of%20mothers%20with%20anxiety%20disorders%20in%20the%20context%20of%20child%20anxiety%20disorder.pdf
https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/siblings-having-fun-while-segregating-waste-1065450635
https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/siblings-having-fun-while-segregating-waste-1065450635
http://www.playengland.org.uk/media/120426/free-play-in-early-childhood.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4483710/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.3109/11038128.2012.729087
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.3109/11038128.2012.729087
https://theconversation.com/play-based-learning-can-set-your-child-up-for-success-at-school-and-beyond-91393
https://theconversation.com/play-based-learning-can-set-your-child-up-for-success-at-school-and-beyond-91393
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ985541.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ985541.pdf
https://www.pacey.org.uk/news-and-views/pacey-blog/march-2019/getting-to-grips-with-loose-parts-play/
https://www.pacey.org.uk/news-and-views/pacey-blog/march-2019/getting-to-grips-with-loose-parts-play/
https://time.com/5480002/benefits-of-boredom/
https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/cute-little-indianasian-girl-enjoying-painting-370654958
https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/cute-little-indianasian-girl-enjoying-painting-370654958
https://rethinkingchildhood.com/2020/03/18/children-play-in-the-time-of-coronavirus-playwork/
https://www.playscotland.org/parents-families/im-bored/
https://www.playfulchildhoods.wales/blog/im-boooored
https://www.playfulchildhoods.wales/blog/im-boooored
https://www.ltl.org.uk/
https://www.ltl.org.uk/
https://www.ltl.org.uk/resources/week-1-home-learning-early-years/?fbclid=IwAR0vmY5TCVzRMeRBhWLV5fJmiwSCFORsxAtgyl3EisAdqnEKfUdYSjHIMNg
https://www.ltl.org.uk/resources/week-1-home-learning-early-years/?fbclid=IwAR0vmY5TCVzRMeRBhWLV5fJmiwSCFORsxAtgyl3EisAdqnEKfUdYSjHIMNg
https://www.ltl.org.uk/resources/week-1-home-learning-upper-primary-copy/?fbclid=IwAR1_7NpdGRSD-kvd6_cA74Dx4-lVCHORvK8mzfgRddWNTTdbxdJqnO5xNTI
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/WarAndSuperheroPlay.pdf
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 EARLY CHILDHOOD IN THE CENTRAL 
OKANAGAN  

Family Resource Program (FRP) 
All our in-person Family Resource Programs have been suspended. However 

we are PLEASED to offer ONLINE PROGRAMS for families. 

 

BABY CHAT 

Join Nicole  Hoodicoff, in a weekly,  free, parenting class for those with infants 

0 – 12 months.  Join us to build relationships, share experiences, gain 

resources and sing some songs with your babies. No registration required   

When: Every Wednesday, 1:30 - 2:30 PM 

Join with ZOOM: https://childhoodconnectionsbabychat.eventbrite.ca 

 

STORY, SONG & RHYME TIME 

Join Nicole Hoodicoff for stories, songs and rhymes.  This will be a Facebook 

Live event on our Childhood Connections Facebook page. 

When: Every Wednesday, 10:00 - 10:30 AM 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/childhoodconnectionsokanagan/  

 

MOTHER GOOSE 

Sing online with Nicole Hoodicoff at the Online Parent-Child Mother Goose 

Program: Discover the  power and pleasure of rhymes, songs, and stories. No 

registration required  

When: Every Friday, 10:00 - 10:30 AM 

Join with ZOOM: https://childhoodconnectionsmothergoose.eventbrite.ca 

 

 

Central Okanagan Universal Screening Initiative 
(COUSI)  
ASQ’s are still available to child care centres and families. Please email Nicole 

(nicoleh@childhoodconnections.ca) with ages and we can prepare your pack-

age for you and arrange a curbside pickup. We are also available for support 

over the phone. 250-762-3536 

https://childhoodconnectionsbabychat.eventbrite.ca
https://www.facebook.com/childhoodconnectionsokanagan/
https://childhoodconnectionsmothergoose.eventbrite.ca
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Childcare Council of Central Okanagan  
The Council is continuing to meet bi-monthly to support childcare options for 

the Essential Services Workers in our community. If needed, there are a few 

childcare programs that will be able to adapt their centers and services to pro-

vide extended hours and overnight care for families who require this type of 

childcare. As well, the Council is supporting the Central Okanagan Public 

Schools with their plan to provide extended days for school-aged care for chil-

dren of Essential Services Workers.  

Working with Community Care Licensing at the Ministry of Health, MCFD is 

compiling a list of all licensed child care centres that are open and have availa-

ble spaces. The list is being shared with all contracted Child Care Resource 

and Referral (CCRR) centres across the province. Each CCRR will act as a 

hub and match essential service workers with local child care centres that 

have available spaces. To request temporary emergency care, parents and 

caregiver please go to https://forms.gov.bc.ca/family-social-supports/child

-care-for-essential-service-workers/  

Central Okanagan Early Years Partnership (COEYP) 
The COEYP Table is meeting monthly via Zoom to connect, share and 

collaborate on how to support our parents and caregivers during the COVID-

19 pandemic. Together the Table has created a calendar of activities for 

parents/caregivers, so that they can expand their toolbox to engage their 

children in some daily activities provided by our community organizations. The 

calendar can be found at: https://cofh.ca/program-schedule/  

EARLY CHILDHOOD IN THE CENTRAL 
OKANAGAN  

Activity Bags 
We are now offering free monthly activity bags for families to engage in with 
their children. 

May’s Activity Bag is Grass Planting 

Includes everything needed to spark the green-thumb in all 
ages! 

Pick up at Childhood Connections (4-1890 Ambrosi Rd) 

Mon-Fri  from 10:00am-12:00pm. 

Upon arrival, call 250-762-3536 ext 204 to arrange contactless 
delivery. 

https://forms.gov.bc.ca/family-social-supports/child-care-for-essential-service-workers/
https://forms.gov.bc.ca/family-social-supports/child-care-for-essential-service-workers/
https://cofh.ca/program-schedule/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

CALENDAR 

MAY 2020 

Early Learning Circle  
5:45-6:45pm  

Mother Goose 

Community of Practice FRP 

Holidays Workshops 

Baby Chat 

Circle Time 

Baby Chat 

Circle Time 

Baby Chat 

Baby Chat 

Circle Time 

Circle Time 

Community 
of Practice 

Community 
of Practice 

Mother Goose 

Mother Goose 

Mother Goose 

Mother Goose 

Community 
of Practice 

Victoria Day 
Teacher Tom 

Teacher Tom 

Provider Yoga 
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The CCRR program provides the following services: 

• Newsletters 

• Workshops, Training courses and Networking Opportunities 

• Community of Practice Learning Circles 

• Toy and Resource Lending Library ~ temporarily suspended 

• Infant/Toddler equipment borrowing ~ temporarily suspended 

• Laminating and photocopying ~ temporarily suspended 

• Computer access ~ temporarily suspended 

• RLNR consultation and support  

• Job postings 

• Referrals to child care facilities and programs 

In addition, we offer support and consultation for parents, child care 

providers and the community. For more information and resources 

please check our website.   

Please print and share our newsletter with staff and 

colleagues!  

OFFICE INFORMATION 

 

Staff 
 

Melissa Hunt 

Executive Director /  

CCRR Manager 

Cindy Polachic 

Referral Consultant  

Yvonne Stauble 

Program Consultant 

Nicole Hoodicoff 

Program Consultant 

Oksana Martens 

Admin Support Worker 

Sam Hawes 

Admin Support Worker 

Kris Hickman 

Admin Support Worker 

   

 

 

250-762-3536 RESOURCE@CHILDHOODCONNECTIONS.CA WWW.CHILDHOODCONNECTIONS.CA 4-1890 AMBROSI RD. KELOWNA 

INSTAGRAM.COM/CHILDHOODCONNECTIONS FACEBOOK.COM/CHILDHOODCONNECTIONSOKANAGAN 

https://childhoodconnections.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/childhoodconnectionsokanagan/
https://www.instagram.com/childhoodconnections
INSTAGRAM.COM/CHILDHOODCONNECTIONS
FACEBOOK.COM/CHILDHOODCONNECTIONSOKANAGAN
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