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OFFICE HOURS  

Monday- Friday 
9:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

 
We are now OPEN to walk-

in clients. Only our front 
reception area will be open 
and limited to one client at a 

time. 
 

Curbside pick-up still 
available for forms, FRP 
Activity Bags, and ASQ’s 

 
 

 

Dear Child Care Community, 
Summer is officially here, and we encourage families to get outside and enjoy our beautiful 
Okanagan playground! Play is the best form of education for young children - it helps their 
brains develop and their language and communication skills to advance. We are so 
fortunate to live in a community that offers us many outdoor play opportunities, and we 
hope you’re able to explore and enjoy a fun-filled summer!  

Program staff be will taking some staggered time-off this summer to spend with their 
families and to keep our office open all summer to service walk-in clients. Our main 
reception area (one client/client group at a time), and our Early Learning Library will 
continue to support childcare and community programs with curb-side pick-up and drop-off.  

In June, we had wonderful attendance at our Facilitating Emotional Relationships with 
Infants & Toddlers training session facilitated by Betty Teigen from Starbright Child 
Development Centre. And we were appreciative to have Sandra Rentiers provide our 
community with two offerings of Sign Language For The Beginner: In Child Care 
Settings. As well, our Community of Practices continued via Zoom, and we were able to 
connect with the childcare community in conversations around the Early Learning 
Framework on three different sessions throughout the month of June. We will be taking a 
break from offering workshops and training during July and August, and will be working on 
developing engaging, informative training opportunities for the fall term. If you have 
recommendations or suggestions of training topics that you’d like to see this program year, 
please connect with Nicole Hoodicoff, our Community Consultant, at 
NicoleH@childhoodconnections.ca.   

Also, this summer, we’ll be working on further developing and expanding our reach to 
families with financial barriers with our two new programs: Playful Healing (free child 
therapy services) and Nourish Families Initiative (free meals and child development 
resources for families-in-need). There are a few days left to support our June Playful 
Healing Great Canadian Giving Challenge Contest: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/
charities/childhoodconnections/campaign/playful-healing/?v2=true. All funds generated for 
this campaign will go to directly supporting a child who needs play therapy to cope with their 
emotions or circumstances and improve challenging behaviours. We are currently 
supporting six families and our goal (with your help!) is to support ten more families this 
summer! To date we have raised $5,160, so we are so close to our goal of $7,500! Thank-
you to all of those who have donated so far – it is so very much appreciated!  

From all of us at Childhood Connections Society, we wish you a happy, fun-filled summer of 
making memories of playing, laughing and being with your family! The past few months 
have made us realize more than ever how quickly our world can change, and how important 
it is to live and love in the moment, because this moment is all there is. 

Take care and be present in the moment with your loved ones, 

Melissa Hunt, 

Executive Director 

Childhood Connections  

www.ChildhoodConnections.ca 

~Your Community's best source of child care 
information and resources!~ 

http://www.ccrr.bc.ca/ 

43 YEARS  

Supporting 
Families & Child 

Care in our 
Community 

Newsletter 
JULY 2020 

Funded by the Ministry of Children & 
Family Development 

https://childhoodconnections.ca/contacts/C:/Users/cpolachic/Documents/Fax
mailto:NicoleH@childhoodconnections.ca
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/childhoodconnections/campaign/playful-healing/?v2=true
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/childhoodconnections/campaign/playful-healing/?v2=true
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CHILDHOOD CONNECTIONS / CCRR WORKSHOPS 

SUMMER WORKSHOPS 

We will not be offering any workshops during the 

months of July & August. Our Community of Practice Circles 

will not run during these months either.  

Take a look at the following pages for other online training if 

you are looking during this time. 

Please check back in the fall for our new workshop titles and 

Community of Practice dates.  

We will also not be offering any First Aid 

courses until the fall at the earliest. However,  

it may be offered elsewhere in the 

community if you are looking to take it 

earlier. 

Enjoy the Summer Sunshine! 

https://childhoodconnections.ca/https-childhoodconnections-ca-kccs-ccrr-workshops-training-2-2-kccs-cssr-workshops-training/kccs-cssr-workshops-training/
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ONLINE TRAINING AND RESOURCES 

Leading Our Children Back to School 
How can we lead our kids back to school amid all of the changes covid-19 has brought? How do we prepare them 
for social distancing at schools? What do we do with their worries (and ours), as we face uncharted waters? Join us 
for a webinar that will address these concerns and more with Clinical Counsellor Dr. Deborah MacNamara  

Website: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_aNnoqu2KnE&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1i6vo0VSM2-
3seB3RL6zpRnCa41Eecoc7W3fuXiI4p1t96Wa1NGPb2630 

Fry No More - Resilience Strategies for Stress Uncertainty & Positive 
Mental Health (1.5 hrs) 
We all want to navigate this new normal as best as we can. We can use this time as an opportunity to learn new 
skills and strategies that protect our mental health.  

Website: https://www.childcareoptions.ca/events/online-fry-no-more-resilience-strategies-for-stress-uncertainty-
positive-mental-health/  

45 Conversations 
4 online ECE Workshops open for registration including; Implementing a Montessori-Inspired Approach; It’s Not 
About Easy – It’s About Following The Child!; Supporting & Working With Children With Exceptional Needs; Plan-
ning, Design & Construction of Child Care Facilities in BC. Various hours from 3-10. Fees charged  

Website: https://45conversations.com/online-ece-workshops-professional-development/  

BC Government Early Years Training Portal 
Find training opportunities from CCRR’s across the province. 

Website: https://earlyyearsbc.ca/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_aNnoqu2KnE&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1i6vo0VSM2-3seB3RL6zpRnCa41Eecoc7W3fuXiI4p1t96Wa1NGPb2630
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_aNnoqu2KnE&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1i6vo0VSM2-3seB3RL6zpRnCa41Eecoc7W3fuXiI4p1t96Wa1NGPb2630
https://www.childcareoptions.ca/events/online-fry-no-more-resilience-strategies-for-stress-uncertainty-positive-mental-health/
https://www.childcareoptions.ca/events/online-fry-no-more-resilience-strategies-for-stress-uncertainty-positive-mental-health/
https://45conversations.com/online-ece-workshops-professional-development/
https://earlyyearsbc.ca/
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ONLINE TRAINING AND RESOURCES 

Healthy Eating in the Childcare Setting (1 hr)     
Cost: Free 

Description: This course has been designed by the Dietitians of Fraser Health to support childcare providers in 
feeding children using a best-practice approach.  

Registration: learninghub.phsa.ca/courses - Account Required 

Brain Story Certification (19 module course)    
Cost: Free 

Description: A free, in-depth course for anyone who wants to learn more about the science of brain development.  

Registration: albertafamilywellness.org 

Appetite to Play (2 hrs) 
Cost: $19 

This instructor led live interactive workshop will enhance knowledge, skills and confidence in creating childcare set-
tings that support physical literacy, healthy eating and healthy child development. Planning tools, self-assessments, 
recipes, games and activities will be shared. An overview of the resource rich Appetite to Play website will be in-
cluded.  

Registration: https://www.appetitetoplay.com/training/online-workshops  

Little Warriors: Prevent It! (90 min)  
Cost: Free 

Description: Little Warriors is a national, charitable organization, based in Canada focused on the awareness, pre-
vention and treatment of child sexual abuse. You can learn more about our organization at www.littlewarriors.ca. 

Registration: www.littlewarriors.ca  

Anaphylaxis Workshops (30 min)     
Cost: Free 

Description: For child care staff/caregivers, our online course will help you understand the basics of anaphylaxis, 
ways to reduce risks in a centre- or home-based child care setting, and the recommended emergency treatment.      

Registration: allergyaware.ca/courses 

https://learninghub.phsa.ca/Courses/6820/healthy-eating-in-the-childcare-setting-division-of-responsibility-model
https://www.albertafamilywellness.org/training
https://www.appetitetoplay.com/training/online-workshops
https://littlewarriors.ca/prevent-it/register/
https://www.allergyaware.ca/courses/
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INDIGENOUS EARLY LEARNING & CARE 
(ALL INFORMATION PRESENTED IS FROM THE BC ABORIGINAL CHILD CARE SOCIETY) 

June 21 was National Indigenous Peoples Day. Inviting us to celebrate indigenous 

culture and reflect on the rich history of Indigenous people in Canada. 

Many of the celebrations were cancelled but here is a list of things you can do to 

celebrate Indigenous culture and learn about the history. 

https://www.animikii.com/news/virtual-things-you-can-do-to-celebrate-national-

indigenous-peoples-day  

Resources for Re-opening your child care facility 

Re-opening Procedure Templates and Instructions 

Cleaning and Disinfecting Schedule 

 

Re-opening Community of Practice Meeting 

The BCACCS Advisors are holding several community of practice meetings to support all In-
digenous Early Learning and Child Care (IELCC) programs throughout the province 
to organize their re-opening.  

National Indigenous People’s Day 

Register for July 2, 2020 

10:00 - 11:30 AM - Online Zoom 

Register for July 9, 2020 

10:00 - 11:30 AM - Online Zoom 

https://www.animikii.com/news/virtual-things-you-can-do-to-celebrate-national-indigenous-peoples-day
https://www.animikii.com/news/virtual-things-you-can-do-to-celebrate-national-indigenous-peoples-day
https://www.acc-society.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Instructions-for-Template-Use-June-18_eblast.pdf
https://www.acc-society.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/June-18-Cleaning-and-Disinfection-Schedule-Final.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkcOCoqDkrGtfnT0rqzqjcflRAd3e6W1Vp
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpcOygpj8sG9WsESW3MYvXVCGC8ZcK6SP5
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for kids 
activities Home 

Hide the pieces of their favourite 

puzzle around the house for an extra 

fun puzzle treasure hunt. 

Hopscotch, use masking tape if you 

don’t have chalk!  

Use your hallway or backyard for 

classic games such as “red light 

green light”. 

Make shapes or numbers on the 

floor with masking tape and have the 

children move from one to the next with different gross-motor 

activities. Ie. Crab walk to the square, frog jump to the “L”. 

Go on am educational virtual field trip. 

Make a colour hunt with 

LEGO or any objects you 

have around the house. 

Tie dye with food-

colouring. 

 

https://mommypoppins.com/boredom-busters/giant-list-of-virtual-tours-field-trips-and-museums-with-free-programs
https://www.favecrafts.com/Tie-Dye/How-to-Tie-Dye-a-Shirt-with-Food-Coloring
https://www.favecrafts.com/Tie-Dye/How-to-Tie-Dye-a-Shirt-with-Food-Coloring
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Early Learning Resource Library 

Library Open to Care Providers & 
Community Agencies! 

Licensed & registered care providers as well as community agencies 
are now able to borrow library toys. Call us at 250-762-3536 to 

arrange pickup. The library will unfortunately remain 
closed for parent members at this time.  

We Are Contacting All 
Members for Toy Returns 

If you have toys out, you can expect 
a phone call in the coming weeks (If 
you haven't already) to arrange for 
drop-off or pick-up. There are still 
no overdue fees during this time. 

Okanagan Regional Library 
Take a look at the event calendar for the 

ORL. Featuring online story time, educational 
video series and activities for school aged 

children. 
https://www.orl.bc.ca/whats-happening  

Curbside Pick-Up  
at the ORL 
The Okanagan Regional Library is 
starting their phased re-opening 

with curbside pickup on June 2. Read 
about it here 
https://www.orl.bc.ca/
using-the-library/our-re-

opening-plan   

Don’t Forget Your 
Membership Forms! 

All memberships expired March 31, 
2020. If you have not done so already, 
please fill out a form HERE to continue 

receiving updates from us. 
It can be filled out directly from your 

device and emailed to 
resource@childhoodconnections.ca. 

https://www.orl.bc.ca/whats-happening
https://www.orl.bc.ca/using-the-library/our-re-opening-plan
https://www.orl.bc.ca/using-the-library/our-re-opening-plan
https://www.orl.bc.ca/using-the-library/our-re-opening-plan
https://childhoodconnections.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-2021-Parent-Community-Membership-Form-Fill.pdf
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Up to Date Ministry Updates for the child care COVID-19 
response: 
This page is updating daily with links and resources regarding child care information 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/covid-19-information  

MCFD Parent Response Templates 
To help communicate the transition in funding and the potential displacement of current essential worker 
families as well as the return of temporarily withdrawn parents, MCFD has drafted and emailed three 
optional form letters for child care providers to use and modify as needed.  

If you have any questions or require support with these letters please contact  

Yvonne: ext. 206 (Family Child Care Providers) or Nicole: ext. 205 (Group Child Care Providers)   

at the Child Care Resource & Referral Program.  250-762-3536. 

Additionally, here are other useful resources: 

COVID-19 Public Health Guidance for Child Care Settings 

WorkSafe BC Child care and day camps: Protocols for returning to operation 

TEF Guidelines 

Cleaning and Disinfectants for Public Settings 

Remember to Wash your Hands 

Amendments to the Child Care Licensing Regulations 
Changes have been made as of June 1st, 2020.  

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0294_2020 - List of changes and amendments 

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/332_2007 - Updated regulation document 

MINISTRY INFORMATION AND UPDATES  

Temporary Emergency Funding Update (TEF) 
The most recent updates on the Temporary Emergency Funding 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/running-daycare-

preschool/child-care-operating-funding/temp-emergency-funding  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/covid-19-information
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19_child_care_guidance_-_2020_may_15_-final.pdf
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/child-care
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/child-care/child-care-operating-funding/covid19/ccof-tef-guidelines.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/CleaningDisinfecting_PublicSettings.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/child-care/covid-19/wash-hands-poster.pdf
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0294_2020
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/332_2007
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/running-daycare-preschool/child-care-operating-funding/temp-emergency-funding
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/running-daycare-preschool/child-care-operating-funding/temp-emergency-funding
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We recently launched our brand new 

program, PLAYFUL HEALING, offering 

free play therapy to children and 

families in need.  

We are already helping 6 children 

and families with more on the waitlist! 

If you would like to help us help more children in need, please consider 

donating to our campaign (HERE).  

If you know a child or family who could benefit this service, follow the link 

below to find out more information and to view our referral form. 

https://childhoodconnections.ca/programs/playful-healing/  

We have also taken on the, NOURISH 

FAMILIES INITIATIVE. This program sells 

meals to the community from various 

community restaurant partners and 

each meal sold provides a second, 

FREE, meal to a family in need. 

If you would like to participate in this amazing program, click below for more 

information and to order. You can also view our referral form if you or a family 

you know would benefit from this service. 

Place your order each week by Tuesday for a Thursday 

delivery. 

https://childhoodconnections.ca/programs/nourish-families-initiative/  

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/childhoodconnections/campaign/playful-healing/
https://childhoodconnections.ca/programs/playful-healing/
https://childhoodconnections.ca/programs/nourish-families-initiative/
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OTHER CCS PROGRAMS 

Family Resource Program (FRP) 
Nicole will be continuing our Live stream circle time and Zoom Mother goose 

throughout the summer! 

 

STORY, SONG & RHYME TIME 

Join Nicole Hoodicoff for stories, songs and rhymes.  This will be a Facebook 

Live event on our Childhood Connections Facebook page. 

When: Every Wednesday, 10:00 - 10:30 AM 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/childhoodconnectionsokanagan/  

 

MOTHER GOOSE 

Sing online with Nicole Hoodicoff at the Online Parent-Child Mother Goose 

Program: Discover the  power and pleasure of rhymes, songs, and stories. No 

registration required  

When: Every Friday, 10:00 - 10:30 AM 

Join with ZOOM: https://childhoodconnectionsmothergoose.eventbrite.ca 

Central Okanagan Universal Screening Initiative 
(COUSI)  
Ages & Stages Questionairres are still available to child 

care centres and families with curbside pickup. We 

understand that there are many factors that could be 

impacting a child’s development right now, and ASQ’s 

have many activities to encourage regular development 

and help keep your children on track! 

Please email Nicole (nicoleh@childhoodconnections.ca) for more information 

or with birth dates of child(ren) to prepare your ASQ package and arrange a 

curbside pickup. We are also available for support over the phone (250-762-

3536).  

https://www.facebook.com/childhoodconnectionsokanagan/
https://childhoodconnectionsmothergoose.eventbrite.ca
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Childcare Council of Central Okanagan  

The Childcare Council will meet on June 29 at 8:30am via Zoom to discuss the 

childcare supports and challenges that are existing for this coming summer as 

the Province begins Phase 3 of the Restart Plan, and we will also discuss what 

childcare is anticipated to look like for the fall. If you are a child care owner or 

operator and would like to be part of the Childcare Council, please email Melis-

sa Hunt at MelissaH@childhoodconnections.ca for more information about our 

Table and the work we have done in the community to support childcare.   

Central Okanagan Early Years Partnership (COEYP) 

The COEYP Table will meet next week on Fri. July 3 at 9am via Zoom to discuss 

summer programs and supports for children and families in our Central Okanagan 

community. If you know of an organization who delivers early years programs and 

services, please connect them to our Table by contacting Melissa Hunt at 

MelissaH@childhoodconnections.ca  

To support our families, the Table has created a calendar of activities for parents/

caregivers, so that they can expand their toolbox to engage their children in some 

daily activities provided by our community organizations. The calendar can be found 

at: https://cofh.ca/program-schedule/  

OTHER CCS PROGRAMS 

Activity Bags 
July’s Activity Bag is Handprint Fish Puppets 

Includes all supplies to make a colourful fishy friend! 

Pick up at Childhood Connections (4-1890 Ambrosi Rd) 

Mon-Fri  from 10:00am-12:00pm. 

Upon arrival, call 250-762-3536 ext 204 to arrange 
contactless delivery. 

mailto:MelissaH@childhoodconnections.ca
mailto:MelissaH@childhoodconnections.ca
https://cofh.ca/program-schedule/
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PEDAL CAR FIELD TRIPS 

These 1-hour field trips are suited for children ages 3 – 8, $3 per child. Minimum party of 5 children. 

Students will receive a short safety talk before they use the pedal cars. They will learn about street signs, 
traffic lights, road markings, and general traffic and pedestrian safety. 

Open to schools, daycares, preschools, and home-school groups and private family functions. 

Please call 250-765-3163 to make a reservation. https://kdsc.bc.ca/traffic-pedestrian-safety/  

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

STARLIGHT DRIVE-IN IS OPEN 

Our local drive-in, located in Enderby is open with limited capacity and other COVID related safety 
measures. Visit their website for more information and to book your tickets. All tickets must be purchased 
in advance online.  

http://www.starlightdrivein.ca/  

https://kdsc.bc.ca/traffic-pedestrian-safety/
https://childhoodconnections.ca/https-childhoodconnections-ca-kccs-ccrr-workshops-training-2-2-kccs-cssr-workshops-training/kccs-cssr-workshops-training/
http://www.starlightdrivein.ca/
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MAKER’S SPACE STORE 

Call us to place an order & arrange 
curbside pickup (250-762-3536) 

(Credit Card only accepted at this time) 

Disposable Gloves 

Single-Use 

Medical grade 

Powder-free/non-latex 

$10/box (100 gloves) 

Construction Paper 

red, orange, yellow, green, 
blue, purple, lilac, pink, 
black 

Mix’n’match colours 

$2/25 sheets  

Paint/Elmer’s Glue 

Paint colours: red, green, 
blue, purple, black, white. 

Pre-filled in reusable jar 

$2.50/ 7oz paint jar 

$4.25/7oz glue jar 
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MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

CALENDAR 

Mother Goose 

Circle Time 

Circle Time 

Mother Goose 

Mother Goose 

Mother Goose 

Circle Time 

Family Resource Program 

Canada Day 
Office Closed 

JULY 2020 Holidays 

Circle Time 

Mother Goose 
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The CCRR program provides the following services: 

• Newsletters 

• Workshops, Training courses and Networking Opportunities 

• Community of Practice Learning Circles 

• Toy and Resource Lending Library ~ Providers Only 

• Infant/Toddler equipment borrowing ~ Providers Only 

• Laminating and photocopying ~ temporarily suspended 

• Computer access  

• RLNR consultation and support  

• Job postings 

• Referrals to child care facilities and programs 

 

In addition, we offer support and consultation for parents, child care 

providers and the community. For more information and resources 

please check our website.   

Please print and share our newsletter with staff and 

colleagues!  

OFFICE INFORMATION 

 

Staff 
 

Melissa Hunt 

Executive Director /  

CCRR Manager 

Cindy Polachic 

Referral Consultant  

Yvonne Stauble 

Program Consultant 

Nicole Hoodicoff 

Program Consultant 

Oksana Martens 

Admin Support Worker 

Sam Hawes 

Admin Support Worker 

Kris Hickman 

Admin Support Worker 

   

 

 

250-762-3536 RESOURCE@CHILDHOODCONNECTIONS.CA WWW.CHILDHOODCONNECTIONS.CA 4-1890 AMBROSI RD. KELOWNA 

INSTAGRAM.COM/CHILDHOODCONNECTIONS FACEBOOK.COM/CHILDHOODCONNECTIONSOKANAGAN 

https://childhoodconnections.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/childhoodconnectionsokanagan/
https://www.instagram.com/childhoodconnections
INSTAGRAM.COM/CHILDHOODCONNECTIONS
FACEBOOK.COM/CHILDHOODCONNECTIONSOKANAGAN
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For making a million little split second 

 DECISIONS for the benefit of your children. 
For putting your own needs on hold and 

 keeping them the FOCUS of your day. 

For PLANNING for them long before today 
 ever got rolling. 

For CHANGING those plans because they didn’t 
  fit someone who needed a little extra. 

For smiling, LAUGHING WITH THEM and reassuring 
  their efforts, trials and mistakes. 
For placing your hand on a shoulder that 

  was EXACTLY what someone needed. 
For getting down on the physical level of  

  your children because IT MATTERS 
For thinking of a new way to reach 
 Someone who wasn’t getting it 

You Matter. 

Yes - YOU MATTER 

THANKS 
For ALL that you do  


