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43 YEARS Supporting Families & Child Care in our Community

SEPTEMBER | 2020

Dear Child Care Community:
News & Updates

Well, we don’t know about you, but we
are sure feeling like that last month of
summer flew by! Over the summer
months, our staff at Childhood
Connections developed a reopening
procedure for parents to begin
accessing our Early Learning Library
again. Starting September 1, 2020,
parents will be able to safely access
our Library by calling our office (250762-3536) to reserve toys and
resources for pick up on Tuesdays or
Fridays. We have also extended our
Tuesday hours to 9:30am – 6:00pm
every week. And coming this Fall, we’ll
be launching a new online Early
Learning Library system to make
borrowing even easier for our childcare
provider and parent members!
Our CCRR Staff have also been busy
working on Fall training for our
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childcare provider community. Please
see page two of the newsletter to see
the workshops coming up in
September, and save-the-date for our
National Child Day event on
November 19, 2020 – two exciting
presenters are coming to our
community in collaboration with our
other Interior CCRR Programs! And to
further support continual learning in
our childcare community, we’re
excited to announce the Central
Okanagan’s
Pedagogist,
Amy
Wesley! Amy will be joining our team
at Childhood Connections to support
our community of practice work. A
more detailed email will follow in a few
weeks to learn more about Amy.

In recent months, we have been
welcoming new childcare provider
members in our organization with a

spotlight on the childcare provider
and his/her program. Please help us
welcome our newest childcare
provider members and their programs
on pg. 7 of this newsletter. We’d love
to hear from all our care providers and
feature your journey into childcare in
our news. Take the survey here
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
ProviderSpotlight) to be featured!

With back-to-school around the corner
next week, we’re here to support
parents in finding out-of-school care
and connect with resources to support
their children’s re-entry into school.
Take care everyone and please stay
connected,

Melissa Hunt,
Executive Director
Childhood Connections

Home of The Child Care Resource & Referral Program
~Your Community's best source of child care information and resources!~

Funded by the Ministry of Children & Family Development
http://www.ccrr.bc.ca/
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Workshops & Training

Your One Stop Workshop Stop!

Check out the following pages for our workshops and those
we recommend within the community and beyond.
As always, the BC Government Early Years Portal is a great
resource for trainings hosted by Child Care Resource &
Referral Centres across the province. https://earlyyearsbc.ca/

Did You Know?

Childhood Connections Workshops

The there are 39 Child Care Resource &
Referral (CCRR) operators across BC,
with over 51 different office locations?

Make & Take: Pete The Cat - $20.00 - 2 PD hrs

CCRRs provide support services and
consultations to all child care providers.
We aim to foster quality inclusive care
through services such as: workshops
and training, networking opportunities,
supportive program outreach, access to
lending libraries, community resource
referrals, drop-in programs, and listing
in a registry of licensed and RLNR care
providers.
CCRRs may elect to charge a nominal
fee for workshops to ensure
registration numbers align with
attendance.
CCRRs also help License-Not-Required
child care providers to become
registered by offering training and
additional support through the process.
http://www.ccrr.bc.ca/

Brought to you by our CCRR program!
Monday, September 14th - 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Join Yvonne and Nicole in a night of networking and productive fun. We’ll be
making Pete the Cat and his 4 groovy buttons. In this workshop we will also
brainstorm new activities for using our favorite cool cat in the classroom.

Licensing - Questions & Answers - Free - 1.5 PD hrs
Wednesday, September 23rd - 7:00 - 8:30 PM

Join Nicole from CCRR and local licensing officer Shauna Stewart. Shauna will talk
about the best way to communicate with your local licensing officer, address
most common questions or issues in the Okanagan Childcare Centres. Please
submit by September 16th any questions that you would like address from
Shauna. These questions will be read anonymously to Shauna Stewart.

Learning Circle Book Club - Free - 9 PD hrs
6 weeks - Wednesdays, Sept 30 - Nov 4th - 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Book: “Reclaiming our Students” by Hannah Beach & Tamara Neufeld Strijack

Early Learning Book Club. Come together weekly to discuss different sections of
the book with key topics and questions.
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Workshops &
Resources in our
Community
Resources for
caregivers

Resources & informational
videos to support all the
children in your lives. Topics
from development and
learning to safety and health.
You can never learn too much
when it comes to helping the
little people we care for!

Early Learning Pedagogy
Network

Oh, Boy! Strategies for Teaching
Boys in Early Childhood.

The Early Childhood Pedagogy Network
(ECPN) is officially live. The ECPN
creates spaces for vibrant public
conversations
about
pedagogical
projects and processes that matter to
early childhood communities in British
Columbia.

We’ve all heard and talked a lot about
the ‘boy problem’ in early childhood
programs. The patterns we see of
inappropriate expectations, unequal
expulsions and suspensions and
‘discipline problems’ among young
children assigned male at birth should
concern us all.

https://www.ecpn.ca/

Appetite to Play: Physical
Literacy
$14.00
The fundamentals of physical activity,
physical literacy and active play in the early
years (0-5 years).

https://www.appetitetoplay.com/
training/physical-literacy

Appetite to Play: Healthy Eating
$14.00
The fundamentals of healthy eating and
food literacy in the early years (0-5 years).

https://www.appetitetoplay.com/
training/healthy-eating

https://
www.thatearlychildhoodnerd.com/
podcast/episode/fbf4afab/nerd_0166author-francis-wardle

Early Childhood Investigations
Webinars
Early Childhood Investigations is a
ongoing series of conference-quality
free webinars for early childhood
educators. These engaging webinars
are presented by many of the thoughtleaders and experts in the field of early
care and education.
https://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/
webinars/
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Open letter to the Prime Minister
Create a Canada-wide Child Care
System

https://
timeforchildcare.ca/2020/08/11/childcare-nows-open-letter-to-the-primeminster-and-deputy-there-is-no-timelike-the-present-to-build-a-pancanadian-system-of-child-care/

Introducing the Early Learning
Framework
This online course was created for
educators, families, and anyone who
spends time with children from 0-8
years. It reflects the key concepts of
the B.C. Early Learning Framework.
https://mytrainingbc.ca/ELF/

BC Early Years Professional
Development Hub
https://bcearlyyearshub.ca/

“Like the wilted plant, the child’s
behaviour is telling us that they have a
need that is not being met.”

What’s behind the behaviour: There’s
always something
By: Hannah Beach | April 16, 2020 | Emotional Health in Children

I

magine a wilted plant in a window.
Your first thought to help it would
probably be to determine what it
needs:
• Does it need more water? Less

water?
• Does it have enough sun?
• Does it need extra care now because
you forgot about it for a few weeks?
• Is it a delicate plant that needs just
the right conditions to thrive?
You would likely brainstorm the
conditions needed to help it
recover. You probably wouldn’t think
there was something wrong with the
plant. With a plant, it seems obvious
that with the right conditions, it can
thrive.
If it isn’t thriving, it is
because something in its environment
or the way it is being cared for is not
conducive to its growth.

With kids, it is the same thing. But
somehow, we forget this.

The wilting tells us something
Just like the wilting tells us something
about the plant’s needs, a child’s
behaviour also tells us something. In
fact, a child’s behaviour is a gift that
provides us with valuable information
that can be incredibly helpful to us –
even when that behaviour is troubling.
It can be really hard to re-frame
challenging behaviour as a gift – I
know I certainly struggle to remember
this when amidst the chaos of
challenging behaviours! – but that is
what it is. Behaviour is a little window
into a child’s internal world. It helps us
see when something is or is not
working for a child.
When we remember that a child’s

behaviour is telling us something, it
changes the dance. It helps us to
explore what the child needs so that
they can grow. Instead of punishing or
getting mad at a child whose behaviour
is off, it helps if we can remember that,
just like a plant, what we see on the
outside is telling us something about
what is happening on the inside.

Seek to understand before
starting to fix the problem
Sometimes, it can take a while to
figure out what the right conditions are
for each child, so that the change we
hope to see comes from within as a
result of a lasting internal change. Even
shifting our mindset to approaching
the problem this way can feel
counterintuitive, in a culture where the
prevailing paradigm focuses on fixing
surface-level behaviour, rather than
seeking to understand what is driving
that behaviour.
Picture again the wilted plant by the
window. If we approached that plant
through the behavioural paradigm, we
would focus, quite literally, on fixing
what the plant looks like to us. We
might try to prop up the plant using a
system of stakes and wire, or a trellis.
Or, to take it to an extreme, we might
tell the plant that if it just stands up
straight, it will win an award for best
posture! Or, we might literally yell at
the plant: “Come on plant! Perk up! If
you don’t perk up, I’m not going to
water you for another week!”

Read the full article here...
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Indigenous Early Learning & Care
The BC Aboriginal Child care Society (BCACCS) operates the only provincial
Aboriginal Child Care Resource and Referral (CCRR) program in BC. They provide all
the services of CCRR centres and work specifically in partnership with Indigenous
families and communities on and off reserve and in urban settings throughout the
province.

Workshop: Rapid Responses and Preparing our Children for Pandemic
Times
September 2 - 9:30-11:30AM - $15.00

This webinar will focus on child centered
approaches to sharing the rapid emerging
knowledge about COVID-19 and the
implications this has on families with
preschool aged children.
Alanaise Goodwill is a professor and
psychologist in counselling psychology. She
is a citizen of the Sandy Bay Ojibway First
Nation and has been researching the
impacts of COVID-19 physical distancing
policies on the health and well being of
Indigenous peoples in BC.
Register...

Article: Perceptions of Safety of
Indigenous People during the COVID-19 Pandemic
Recent studies based on crowdsourced data have highlighted some of the negative
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic among Indigenous participants, including
greater mental health and economic impacts compared to non-Indigenous
participants (Arriagada et al. 2020a, 2020b). Building on these findings, this article
focuses on the perceptions of safety, both at home and in public, among
Indigenous people. View Document...

Article: Supporting children and youth during the COVID-19 pandemic
and beyond: A rights-centred approach
By taking responsive action, providers can promote optimal child and youth health
and well-being, now and in the future, through adopting social history screening,
flexible care models, a child/youth-centred approach to “essential” services, and
continual advocacy for the rights of children and youth. Read Article...
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BC Government Information & Updates
Critical Supplies Available to Child Care Facilities
The Provincial Supply Chain Coordination Unit is now able to offer cleaning supplies for purchase to child care
providers. Child care operators can submit a request for products such as, industrial cleaner, disinfectant cleaner,
bleach, and hand sanitizer. These products are intended to supplement and not replace existing supply sources.
Questions can be sent to COVID19request@gov.bc.ca.

Start Up Grants
The start-up grants program is designed to increase the number of licensed child care spaces available to B.C. families by
supporting existing unlicensed child care providers, as well as individuals new or returning to the child care sector, who wish
to begin operating a licensed Family or In-Home Multi-Age (IHMA) child care facility. The grants assist with the costs
associated with obtaining a Community Care Facility Licence to operate a licensed child care facility. Read more...

New Spaces Fund - Second Call for Applications
The second call for applications is now open from now until 4:30pm on November 1, 2020.
The Childcare BC New Spaces Fund provides funding to create new licensed child care, helping families access
affordable, quality child care and strengthening communities across British Columbia. Read More...

Child Care Funding & Wage Subsidy
Temporary Emergency Funding for child care providers in BC ends August
31st, 2020, however the government has announced an extension to the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy
(CEWS). This funding is to help cover your employees wages due to lost revenue due to COVID-19. Read More...

Ministry of Education - K-12 Operational
Guidelines
School districts have received updated operational guidelines
to help ensure a consistent provincewide approach to keep
schools safe for all students, teachers and staff during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Read More…

COVID-19 Transition Through the Restart Plan
This information is to assist child care providers and
operators during the COVID-19 pandemic. Read more...
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Child Care Updates:

New Care Providers in the Central Okanagan
We are excited to announce FOUR new licensed care facilities in our community. Two new multi-age centres, and out of school care
centre and a licensed family. We have also created brand new welcome packages for new care providers who register with us.

Babies ‘N’ Tots Daycare - Upper
Mission
Rahul Chaudhary - Licensed Family
5031 Windsong Cres - (306) 502-5222
As a family childcare provider, Rahul’s
goal is to provide a safe and happy
learning environment for each child in
his care. An environment that will
stimulate their physical, intellectual,
social and emotional growth at their
own pace.
Babies ‘N’ TotsFacebook Page...

Cloud Nine Kids - Lower Mission
Lindsey Roche - Out of School Care
3714 Gordon Dr - (778) 392-8355

After Dabbling in different care
programs, Lindsey found her passion
with school aged care. She wanted to
build a program where children were
out in the community, engaging with
others, gaining new experiences and
enjoying everything the Okanagan has
to offer. With her daughter starting
kindergarten this fall, it is the perfect
time for Lindsey to start her after
school care program. Currently serving
elementary schools in the lower
mission and has space for 24 children.
Cloud Nine Facebook Page...

Mamma Bears Cub House Rutland
Tammy Jasper - Multi-Age Child Care
250 Gibbs Rd W - (250) 681-4845

Mamma Bears Cub House is a Licensed
Multi-Age Educational childcare facility.
Mamma Bears officially opened on July
1st, 2020 and features two multi-age
7

classrooms. They care for children aged
18 months to 5 years. This program
believes in and fosters a play based
learning environment that encourages
all aspects of a child’s learning!
Mamma Bears Facebook… Website...

Rainbow Daycare - Rutland
Stephen De Luca & Nari Oh - Multi-Age
Child Care
842 Juniper Rd - (236) 338-0444
Rainbow Daycare is a licensed, multiage daycare program. Providing
outstanding, quality care that is
welcoming, fun, exciting, and safe.
Serving a maximum of eight children in
a homelike setting.

Rainbow Daycare Facebook Page...

Program Updates
What we’re up to

Stay up to date on what’s going on at
Childhood Connections. From drop in
programs to feeding families in the
community

Ages & Stages (ASQ)
Check out the links to the left for Ages & Stages
Development information and Resources

Family Resource Program (FRP)
Mother Goose in the Park!

Activity Bags

We have extended mother goose every
Friday throughout September and will
continue to extend throughout the fall as
long as the weather holds up. We sang
with many new and old families during
our August sessions are so happy to see
all of you.

September’s activity craft is a Sponge
Painted Apple!

We sing every Friday in Barlee Park from
10:00-10:30am and are available before
and after to chat or answer questions.
Register on Eventbrite...
Activity Bags
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Pickup your craft bag
from our Childhood
Connections
office,
through one of our
many partners, or at
Mother Goose in the
park.
Send us your finished
product pictures!

Did you know child care providers and
community agencies can refer children
and families in their program to Playful
Healing and Nourish Families?

Nourish Families
Initiative

Playful Healing

More than Just a Meal

Collaboration with You Are
Collective

Nourish Families Initiative continues
to blow us away with its success.
We are still seeing new orders every
week and holding steady numbers.

We recently partnered with the You Are
Collective to create a line of clothing and
products to fundraise for Playful Healing;
providing free play therapy to children in need.

Our local partners are connecting us
to families that would have
otherwise not received our services.
Now we are providing them with,
not only meals, but family supports,
community connections and a
friendly smile. Our outreach
workers are a wealth of community
knowledge and are able to connect
these families with services to help
them thrive.

The collection is finally here and we are super
excited about it! The collection contains tshirts of all sizes, water bottles, frisbees and a
children’s book called “Bot-bot the robot
finds his feelings”.

As families transition out of our
program we are still able to offer
them bread and fresh veggies
thanks to JCI at Helen’s acres
community farm and Okanagan
Grocery. And of course, we are
always available to connect them to
other community services to benefit
them.
Together, we make a difference!

This isn’t just a fundraiser either. Each
item is a helping break down the stigma
of mental health and talk about our
feelings at all ages. This is done with a
simple question: “Ask me how I feel”. In
our world of uncertainty, feelings of
anxiousness and worry are on the rise,
and we want to keep those
conversations going.
Talk about those scary feelings and normalize them, because they
are. It’s okay to be scared, it’s okay to be mad, it’s okay to be sad or
worried. Instead of trying to hide our feelings, let’s learn to sit with
them and talk it out.
View the collection, buy a shirt and support a great cause!
https://youarecollective.ca/collections/new-the-playful-healing-collection

Our Childminding services
are still on hold due to
COVID-19
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Learning Through Play
Children learn and grow by exploring their world. And there is no better way to do that than
through play, and during the summer months, outdoor play is essential. Follow the link for a
document on the importance outdoor play in the context of COVID-19 and how to navigate
it. https://www.lawson.ca/op-elcc-covid19.pdf

Musical Fences
Set up a musical wall and let them bang away! Find pots, pans bowls of varying materials to
string outside. Get creative with different kind of kitchen utensils for banging! Wooden
spoons, metal spoons, explore the different sounds you can make.

Construction Truck Painting
Let the little ones explore their Van Goh side
with this creative activity. Fill a few paint trays
or shallow containers (casserole dishes will
work), with different colours of water based
paint. Then let them go wild! Use trucks and
cars with wheels big and small and drive them
around the sidewalk. If you don’t have a
suitable surface available, throw down a long
sheet of roll paper.
Explore how the different colours interact with
each other and what new colours can be
created. Then hose it down and start all over
again!

Sandbox Volcanoes
Make a large mountain in the sandbox and dig a hole down the centre to make a volcano.
Add a tablespoon or two of baking powder to the bottom of the hole. Ask for predictions
before the vinegar is poured in; what do they think will happen? Slowly pour in the vinegar
and BOOM!

Add a dash of dish soap and red/orange food colouring for a fiery, bubbly lava explosion!
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Early Learning
Resource Library
We’re Opening!

Resource borrowing provided by
Child Care Resource & Referral

Our Resource Library is Opening September 1st!
We are pleased to announced that our long awaited opening
is finally here. Our library will be available again for everyone
to borrow with new procedures following health and safety
guidelines.
Our library is now online for toy / resource reserves with curbside pickup!

Library Safety Precautions
The library is now contact free. Individuals
will not be permitted inside to browse
items in the library. This means you must
reserve your items in advance to avoid
disappointment. Our inventory is large and
finding items takes time. Please be patient
with us as we navigate this together.

Further details will be made available shortly, as well as
instructions for how to access your online library account.
The library will only be available Tuesdays and Fridays to
allow items to quarantine for 72 hours between borrowers. All items that cannot be easily cleaned have
We will also be offering an evening opening again, every
been temporarily removed from our
Tuesday until 6:00PM!
inventory and are not able to be borrowed.
Thanks for being patient with us everyone!

Call or email us to enquire
about reserving library
items online for pickup!
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What’s Happening?

A snapshot of goings on our community and with our
partners

Community Child Care
Planning Report
Central Okanagan: Care
for our Kids
Read the Report Here
The four Central Okanagan Municiple
Government Councils have approved of
the Child Care Planning Report. The
report outlines the current state of
childcare in the Central Okanagan, the
role of community and government and
contains recommendations and actions
for the next steps to supporting our
childcare community.
The Care For Our Kids study is a
collaborate study of child care within
the Central Okanagan communities of
Kelowna, Lake Country, Peachland and
West Kelowna. Representatives from
these local governments came together
to conduct a needs assessment across
the region.
The following report highlights the
project findings after engaging with over
630 parents, caregivers, child care
providers and other stakeholders
through two online surveys, nineteen
one-on-one interviews, four focus
groups, multiple pop-ins and two action
planning workshops.

Fall Activity guide is out!

Returning to School in 2020

City of Kelowna

Central Okanagan Public Schools SD23

The Fall Activity & Program Guide is
now online with programs for all ages
and abilities at kelowna.ca/recreation.
For the second season this year, this
fall’s guide is offered online only, with
no hard copies printed. COVID-19
guidelines and safety protocols will be
in place at all times to ensure the
health and safety of all participants.

School District 23 has released a
document outlining their back to
school plan for K-12. This document
outlines the health, safety, and
operational procedures that will make
sure we can maintain our priority of
keeping staff and students safe while
we deliver the essential service of
education.

Fall Activity Guide...

Read the Document...

West Kelowna Vision Surveys

Early Years Event Calendar

Our West Kelowna

West Kelowna Community Visioning
Project wants to hear from you!
#OURWK is an invitation to every
person who lives, works, or spends
time in West Kelowna to talk about
where our community wants to go. If
you want even more reason to
participate, sharing your ideas will
give you a chance to win a prize!
Complete the Survey…
There’s one for kids too...
More Information...

Oyama Isthmus Park
Lake Country Council

The stretch of waterfront between
Oyama rd and Wood Lake was
acquired by the district of Lake
Country in 2015. They’ve newly
released a concept design for the
space and want your input! View the
Concept Design and take the feedback
survey.
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Central Okanagan Family Hub

Family programs and resources from
Early Years providers with innovative
ways to provide connection and
programs with social distancing. Feel
free to contact any of the partners for
more information.
View Calendar...

Virtual Family Sundays
Asian Heritage Okanagan

Sundays, 12:30 - 4:00 pm - Online
Join the Kelowna Art Gallery on
Sunday afternoons for different Asian
arts & crafts.
•
•
•
•
•

Sept 6 - Chinese Dragon Puppet
Sept 13 - East Indian Craft
Sept 20 - Chinese Cherry Blossom
Oct 4 - Japanese Paper Fish Kite
Oct 11 - Filipino Paper Fan Craft

Call Kelowna Art Gallery to register
(250) 762-2226

Community Tables & Committees
We have a community-based needs approach and work diligently in collaboration with our three community
tables. Over the past few years, the focus of this collaboration has been to connect and unite with our early years
partners with aim to fill the gaps in our Central Okanagan community and avoid duplication of services.

Central Okanagan Early Years Partnership (COEYP)
The COEYP Table will meet next week on Fri. Sept. 4 at 9am via Zoom to discuss upcoming fall programing and
supports for children and families in our Central Okanagan community. If you know of an organization who
delivers early years programs and services, please connect them to our Table by contacting Melissa Hunt at
MelissaH@childhoodconnections.ca

Childcare Council of the Central Okanagan (CCoCO)
The Childcare Council will meet on Fri. Sept. 11 at 9:00am via Zoom to discuss the space inventory in our
community and look at underutilized space that could work for childcare programs. It is hoped that together our
community table will be able to support some applications for Childcare BC New Spaces Fund, which closes on
Nov.1, 2020. If you are a childcare owner/operator or parent and would like to be part of the Childcare Council,
please email Melissa Hunt at MelissaH@childhoodconnections.ca

Central Okanagan Universal Screening Initiative (COUSI)
The COUSI committee met in early-August to discuss the unique supports that Childhood Connections has been
able to provide to the childcare and parent community over the past few months. Through their Family Resource
Program, Childhood Connections has provided over 800 Activity Bags to children and families to foster different
aspects of child development with the simple materials provided in the Activity Bags along with accompanying
extension activities. The Ages & Stages Questionnaire (ASQ)
Program staff felt that during these times of uncertainty and
change, it is best to focus on supporting child development
rather than screening children at this time. Now, as we
approach the Fall season, the ASQ program will be offering
closed group ASQ training sessions for group childcare
programs, a community training session, and as always, free
consultation and resources to our childcare providers and
parents. For more information about the ASQ program,
please contact Nicole Hoodicoff, our Program Coordinator, at
NicoleH@childhoodconnections.ca
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SEPTEMBER
2020
Workshops

Holidays

Family Resource Programs

Holidays

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

Friday
4

Saturday

Sunday

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

Mother Goose

7

8

9

10

11

Labour Day
Office Closed

14

Mother Goose

15

16

17

18

Make & Take:
Pete the Cat
21

Mother Goose

22

23

24

25

Licensing
Q&A

28

29

Mother Goose

30
Week 1:
Learning Circle
Book Club
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Childhood Connections

Office Information & Program Breakdown
Child Care Resource &
Referral

Playful Healing

• Workshops, training and

financial need
• Benefits struggles with anxiety,
grief, behaviour and many other
issues
• Promotes coping mechanisms,
problem solving & self-love
• Can Improve relationships, social

•
•

•
•

networking opportunities
Toy and resource lending library
Recruitment, support and
consultation for quality child
care providers
Subsidy Assistance
Referrals to child care facilities

• Free play therapy to children in

Ages & Stages

Family Resource Program

• Development screening for

• Parenting education courses
• Parent /tot drop-in classes
• Mothergoose song & rhyme

children 0-5
• Consultation with trained
facilitators
• Age appropriate development

time

Melissa Hunt

• Executive Director
• CCRR Manager

Cindy Polachic

• Referral Consultant

Yvonne Stauble

• Program Consultant

• Program Consultant
Nicole Hoodicoff • Family Resource Coordinator

Nourish Families
•
•
•
•

Staff

Meal partners provide us family sized meals at a 2 for 1 rate
One meal is sold to the community, 1 meal is given to a family in need
Relationships are built with families
Families are connected with services and social supports to help the
thrive

Oksana Martens • Admin Support Worker
Sam Hawes

• Admin Support Worker
• Family Resource Assistant

Sylvia Wells

• Family Resource Assistant

250-762-3536
4-1890 AMBROSI RD. KELOWNA

Follow us on Social Media

WWW.CHILDHOODCONNECTIONS.CA
RESOURCE@CHILDHOODCONNECTIONS.CA
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The Hearts & Minds of the ECE Community
Article Link
Child care has been described as the
“nucleus of our economy.” Now more
than ever, we need our courageous early
childhood community and thought
leaders.

We are Competent and
Courageous
To the teachers, family child care
providers and infant/toddler specialists
on the front lines who have supported
the most vulnerable families and
essential workers: I salute you. I am
thinking of the early childhood
community in New York, who were afraid
yet courageous enough to ride the New
York City subway system to work.
Reporting to work, even while not
knowing if you would make it there and
back safely. Walking to avoid public
transit. Showering before kissing your
children. Uplifting each other with
positive messaging, songs of hope, the
Cha Cha slide and Tik Tok. Courage.

Restoration

through our doors once again—the
children we have held in our hearts, but
During this global pandemic, there are so not in our laps.
many challenges shaping the hearts and
minds of our children and families. As a To my ECE community: thank you for
director, I have had the privilege of your courage and your grace, when
listening to many accounts of trials and treated like babysitters by some, and
triumphs. I find courage in the ECE dismissed entirely by others. Yet we
community’s leadership at this time, were called upon during this global
hearing and bearing witness to these pandemic. I find healing in your
amazing
stories.
Controlling
our leadership. As an ECE community, we are
narrative.
an eclectic bunch, yet we are aligned in
our commitment to families and
“You either walk inside your story and children. Many of you have endured
own it, or stand outside your story and crippling loss, yet all of you have
hustle for your worthiness” (Brené continued to rise to every occasion. As a
Brown, 2017). Sometimes it’s felt like too leader, I take great courage in our
much. I’ve cried out, I have felt angry community’s endurance. I also draw
during this time, and I have been at a loss strength from my native New Yorker

Service Leadership
Struggling to obtain personal protective
equipment. Ambivalent about leaving
your own children in order to care for
other people’s children. Walking through
an empty college campus populated with
only the ECE team and buildings and
grounds staff. Continuing to work while
enduring the crippling loss of fathers,
grandfathers, mothers, brothers and
cousins. Fearful yet caring for elderly for words, afraid to exhibit my
vulnerability. Yet the commitment from
parents. You matter.
my team and others in the field has lifted
Early childhood leaders and your teams, me at those times when I could not
finding the courage to put on the armor stand.
of serving as an essential worker without
an executive order is laudable. For some We are still standing because of the
of us, no children in our programs means courageous leadership of the early
no income, yet we still stand strong, childhood community. We are powerful,
ready to answer the call. We take strong and filled with hope. Longing for
strength in your courage. My lineage is the days when we ease into a new way
steeped in the remarkable commitment of being. Waiting for the day that allows
of so many strong, hardworking and for more than a virtual hug or kiss. When
we can cry out with joy at the sight of
courageous leaders. So is yours.
every three- and four-year-old who walks
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roots; I have the heart of the lion and the
soul of a hustler. That is the strength I
am calling upon. I know our community
will be back together soon, and stronger.
Until then, let us lead fiercely,
unapologetically and courageously.
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